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Why a trip to India?

Meeting Mr Martin and Annie Howard

Most of the team had met Martin and Annie back in 2009
at our Open Garden.

This year Martin and Annie were passing through
Yorkshire on at the end of May. We were able to arrange
to have dinner with them in Northallerton one Sunday
evening.  This provided an oppurtunity for the whole team
with their families to chat with them about the project.

Dinner at the Allerton Court Hotel

Aim of the Expedition

The idea behind the trip was to enable everyone to find out something of Indian culture and at the
same time help the BETS and see how they work.

We visited the landmarks of Delhi soon after arriving in India and later in our visit spent time doing
some sight seeing visiting Agra, Fatepur, Bharatpur and Jaipur.

There was plenty of time to relax and enjoy the beautiful surroundings and at the same time
complete the planned projects.



BARNES Explorer Scout Unit, Northallerton, UK
Tikli Tours 2011 -  Preparation

5

Why we support the Baas Educational Trust’s School

Indian villages are governed by a local council called a Panchayat – ‘panch’ meaning five, and the
panchayat being the council of five citizens, elected by the villagers, on a five year cycle, to govern
their affairs and control such moneys as government puts their way.  The Panchayat where the
school is located presides over three villages – Baas, Gairatpur Baas and Pandala. Their
combined population is well over a thousand.

The three villages are about fifteen kilometres south of the Haryana city of Gurgaon, the local
administrative centre and about 50 Kms south of the centre of Delhi.  BETS is in the village of
Gairatpur Baas lies looking over the village tank (lake) towards the temple, shrouded under the
three hundred year old banyan tree. The Baba (holy man) is very supportive of our efforts.

The School opened in December 2007 and soon had a well established routine with children
attending classes each morning. and an intention to introduce extra class rooms and teachers to
allow the children to move onto the next school year and at the same time accept a new class of
LKG (lower kindergarten children).

The school now has 290 children registered in seven classes with seven class teachers, the head
and three specialists for music art and sport.  Three teachers qualified in the Montessori method
which takes the children away from the blackboard and fills them with active curiosity and a sense
of fun.

Without BETS there would only be the dysfunctional state run school in the village of Baas; and
the original purpose was simply to put the primary school in the middle village so that Pandala
children found it easier to attend.  All too often, in rural India, education is used as a nepotistic
employment agency for those in power, seeking to enlarge their vote bank. Many teachers in the
state sector are not properly trained; and many don’t even turn up at school – they simply draw
their pay.

To break this stranglehold, the BET had to go in for a private school to ensure good quality
teaching.  BETS aims to give all the children in the three villages a good education.
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Selecting the Expedition Team and Preparation

Forming the Expedition Team

Early in 2010, the initial plans for another trip to India were circulated to members of the Unit who
would be 16 or over by July 2011.  Those who wished to go were asked to pay a deposit no later
than June 2010 with the proviso that if there were too many people a selection process would take
place in September 2010.  As it turned out we had four Explorers wishing to go and four places.

Planning and Preparation Activities

The outline programme for this 2011 visit was put together in summer 2010 and possible dates
agreed with Martin.

In September we started our “team work” activities by painting the storage container we share with
1st Brompton.

We held a weekend work camp with parents invited to come along and
see some of the pictures from the previous trips and to chat through the
possible places we may visit whilst touring.  This enabled us to put
together the programme for our touring in India.  The weekend was at the
Watson Scout Centre and Richard (the warden), kindly came along on
Saturday and we helped with many maintenance activities from cleaning
the windows to clearing the overgrown drainage ditch and weeding the
garden.

Where’s the ditch?

Our next activity with just the India team was a new year (indoor) camp.  We started work on
some of our projects including looking at how to map the area round the school and craft-work we
make be able to introduce to the school.  The weekend ended with our families joining us for a
finance update and lunch.

The whole team attended a variety of Young Leader training sessions held both locally and
elsewhere within the County. All members of the team were expected to complete this training as
they would be working with young children at the school in India.

We held our final team weekend after the exams season and thus not long before we went to
India.   We stayed at a Scout campsite near Selby Friday to Sunday and invited 1st Brompton
Cubs to join us in the Saturday morning and stay overnight.  We planned and ran the activities for
the Cub Camp.

Bookings

We booked our flights on New Years Eve and then as soon as possible booked the various hotels
via their web sites.  The last things we could book were the train journeys to and from London.

Visas

In the May half-term, we did not hold our Unit meeting on the Bank Holiday (which was Brompton
Carnival) but instead met on the Tuesday and completed our visa application form on-line and sent
off our passports the following day.  It took only a few days for our passports to come back with our
visas.
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Raising funds for the BARNES Expedition to India

The whole team was involved with raising funds for our trip, from bag packing to baking cakes.

The income and expenditure figures shown is the total for all five members of the team

Raising Funds for BETS

The Unit project for BETS was not only to visit India to help with the school building but also to help
by raising money for the school.  We were able to donate £2500 to BETS  in Summer 2011, plus
books and craft materials.

The whole Unit have been involved in
organising numerous events over the
year.  We had coffee mornings in
Brompton and East Cowton, afternoon
teas in Osmotherley, three course
dinners in Brompton twice, carol
singing (at -12

o
C) in Brompton, a Quiz

night and soup lunches in Romanby
and East Cowton.

Since our return home, plans have
started to continue the fund-raising
events for the school.

Lets aim for another £2500 by summer
2012.

Our thanks go to everybody who has supported our events and to those people who have given
donations to us for both the trip costs and more importantly for the school.
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The BARNES Expedition to India

Wednesday 20th July

All ready for departure

We left Northallerton station on the 11:07 train to
London Kings Cross which actually arrived at 11:16,
with all our families and friends waving us off. We
spent most of the journey chatting so the time passed
quickly. A short walk brought us to the tube station
from where we had a rather long underground train
journey on the Piccadilly line to Heathrow Terminal 4.

We visited one of the airport cafes for drinks whilst we
passed the time waiting for check-in to open for Jet
Airways flight 9w121 to Delhi.  We checked in and then
went through the security checks. Chris was the only
Explorer Scout to be searched after making the
machine buzz!

After we got through all the check in
desks, we had plenty of time to wander
round the airport shops but the fire alarm
went off in the central section of the
terminal and we were forced away from
the shops.

By the time we were ready to board the
plane we were all very excited. Having
walked through the luxurious first class
area, we found our seats and spent
some time fiddling with all the gadgets
and the touch screens.   Our flight took
off on time,  We got some good views
from the window, but we spent most of
the journey watching films, eating and
sleeping.

Sunset from the plane window

Thursday 21st July

We arrived in India on time at 09:45 (or 04:15 UK time)
all absolutely shattered and ready for a good rest. We
made our way through the new terminal via immigration
to the baggage hall.  We collected our bags, changed
travellers cheques to rupees and then stepped outside
we were hit by the wall of heat which welcomed us into
our new climate.

Moses was waiting for us up along with his driver and
took us into New Delhi to Flat 3c where we were greeted
by Martin, Annie and Anjoli who brought out very
welcome glasses of Nimbu Pani.

Anjoli made us an amazing lunch, of tomato soup followed by fresh mango,
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We had planned to have a relaxing afternoon with just a
short walk, however Moses suggested we started some of
our tour of Delhi so we would have more time the following
day.  So after lunch, we packed our backpacks with water
and set off.  Tim and Oli fell asleep in the car as we made
our way to Qutab Minar - an impressive tower.  We then
moved on to visit Emperor Humayun’s Tomb, the Lotus
Temple and finished with shopping at the Delhi Haat.

We were having to get used to the huge crowds of people
who wanted to take pictures of us and starred as if in total
bewilderment at the fact that foreign people are actually
amongst them!

Early evening, now all totally “worn out”, we returned to the
flat for another amazing meal of roast buffalo, carrots and
mashed potatoes followed by more mangoes.

We then all wrote notes for this diary and went to bed. Qutab Minar

In the Sulabh Toilet Museum

Friday 22nd July

We got up in time for breakfast at 8:30 and had a three
courses, this time is was papaya, muesli and toast.

After breakfast our driver arrived and we set out touring
again. First we visited the Sulabh Toilet Museum which
was surprisingly interesting. The weather was hot there
and we bumped into a school visiting it on a school trip.
We saw a history of various toilet systems as water
closets and were shown many types of toilets and
associated septic tank arrangements designed for
small villages.

We were also shown the public toilets provided by the Sulabh organisation and shown how they
use the waste to generate methane gas for lighting, heating and cooking.

Next we visited the place where Prime Minister Indira Gandhi
was shot on 31st October 1984 and moved on to Café
Rendezvous for a fantastic lunch. Having enjoyed our lunch we
headed off to the Red Fort where we bought some postcards
and got a ride around the walls on a rickshaw which was fun but
scary. We then made our way to Rajghat Samadi (Ghandi's
memorial) where we had to walk bare footed.

We returned to the flat and had our first proper Indian dinner! A
dahl based meal with rice and spicy aloo (potato), this was
again followed by mango.  Anjoli suggested we should see India
Gate at night when it is illuminated so we strolled from the flat to
the India Gate (without Oli as he was too scarred) in the hot
evening air. India Gate is spectacular at night and we were able
to take many photographs. There were a large number of street
sellers who did their best to persuade us to buy many items, but
we gladly turned down their offers.

India Gate at night
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Saturday 23rd July

Today was our last day at Flat 3C which was a shame. We packed
up before breakfast ready to leave flat 3c.  Breakfast was papaya
followed by toast and marmalade.

Our driver arrived and we said goodbye to Anjoli as we headed sown
to load the bags onto the car. Chris lost a set of keys and a padlock!
(See Tuesday 16th August)

.

Just a short ride in the car to India Gate for some daylight photos,
this time with Oli, then it was a straight drive up to the Government
buildings where we were swiftly escorted away and back to the car
park due to the imminent arrival of the Prime Minister.

Shopping in Kahn Market

Old Delhi

We then visited Kahn Market and spent a couple of hours
wandering in and out of the many small shops.  Leaving the
market and after much queuing in traffic, we arrived at a car
park in Old Delhi not far from the Red Fort. This time we had
a three hours rickshaw tour of Old Delhi. First we went into a
large Mosque and then around the narrow streets which were
crammed with people, rickshaws, stalls and overhead wires.
We visited the spice market and two fabric shops before
going back to the car

We ate a somewhat late snack lunch of apples and musli bars in
the car as we made our way out of Delhi. The journey took us
from the flat smooth roads surrounded by big buildings, to muddy
tracks winding through small villages. We saw some of the
pilgrims carrying water from the Ganges back to their own
villages.

We arrived at Tikli Bottom in awe and exhausted from our time
touring. After our welcome; we admired the place, had a dip in
the pool (which felt great) and a shower. Next we settled down
for a few games of cards and chess before being photographed
handing Martin and Annie the £2500 cheque for BETS.

Pilgrims carrying Ganges Water

As it began to darken we had our first dinner at Tikli (Toast and Pate followed be fish mash and
vegetables and then bread and butter pudding for dessert) and then went on the roof to watch a
distant thunderstorm before tucking up in bed.

Much to his distress, Chris discovered large cockroaches in the bathroom.
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Looking down on Tikli Bottom

Sunday 24th July

We got up fairly early today after sleeping in the cool air
conditioned rooms to have a truly delicious breakfast of
porridge, scrambled egg, bacon and toast with the other
guests. After breakfast we prepared for a short (but
strenuous) walk up the surrounding hills through unmarked
paths and prickly bushes. But our hard work was rewarded
with great views of Baas and the countryside. We then
returned home very hot and sweaty, so we immediately
dived in the pool before a buffet lunch, for which we were
joined by 37 cyclists from Delhi.

The buffet consisted of a variety of dishes such as croissants with cheese and mushrooms, mash,
rice and dahl followed by apple crumble, treacle tart and mangoes.

The British High Commission (in Delhi), organised a
sponsored cycle ride  from Delhi to the BET’s
School to raise funds for Cansupport and NICCI
Cancer Care. JCB India kindly supported the event
which was led by Lady Arabella Stagg, wife of His
Excellency Sir Richard Stagg, British High
Commissioner to India, and Ms Jane Sanders,
Deputy Head Trade & Investment Northern Region,
UK Trade and Investment. The cycle ride left the
British High Commission, Chanakyapuri, New Delhi
at 009:0 and arrived at the School in time for lunch.

The children were at the school ready to welcome
the cyclists and JCB kindly gave them all water
bottles and hats.

Cyclists with the children at the School

After lunch we played cards and chess and soon found Mahinder to be an expert. Another dip in
the pool and dinner was ready (tomato soup – Chicken, rice and vegetables – Apple tart).

Over dinner we asked Mahinder, Martin’s farming advisor for information on the villages for our
Explorer Belt projects before going to bed.

We said goodbye to the first guest we had met, Evangelos and went off to bed.

Handing over books to Sheela

Monday 25th July

We woke up in time to go down to the school to give the head-
teacher, Sheela, the books and resources we had brought for
the school - which she gladly accepted. Then, at 7:30 it was time
for the school assembly which was it great to see.

We then returned to Tikli for breakfast before getting ready for
our first work shift moving the wall and earth from round a tree
and rebuilding round another tree.
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Explorers at Assembly

Rajbir (the site manager) showed us what was needed for our building
project.

As we started work we soon became a popular attraction, crowded by
schoolchildren who were very excited and even moved slate and bricks
with us! They were also extremely keen for us to take photos of them
and show them.

After making a good start on our work project, we returned home for
lunch, which Oli missed because he was ill.

We then had yet another dip in the sun warmed pool.
Tea and cake late afternoon, after which Tim, Chris,
Sam and Charles went on a short walk through the
garden, past the fields and farmers to explorer the farm.
When we returned we relaxed in the cool bedroom.
After a nice nap we were called for dinner, followed by a
small performance by two girls playing guitars who were
staying at Tikli Bottom.

Dismantling work

Tuesday 26th July

This was our first early start – 05:15, but Oli’s alarm didn’t work. We walked down to work as it
started to get daylight and saw the moon which can only be seen at very early morning. On our
walk we were accompanied by Raj Rex and Muffin (the dogs) who insisted on cuddles as soon as
we got a break.

We continued removing bricks from the wall as we’d left off. The first children started arriving at
06:30 an hour before school started! At 07:30 we stopped our building work to join in assembly and
singing with the children.

At 08:00 Annie kindly gave us a lift home for a well earned shower which was nice and refreshing
before breakfast of fruit, muesli and yoghurt, boiled egg and toast at 8:30.

We then had a nap and awoke feeling like it was the afternoon but it was only 10:30!

“Musical Truck”

So to pass the time we went in the pool before lunch (quiche and salad
followed by mango). After lunch we all wrote some postcards and
relaxed for a while before walking to the school where we were greeted
by buffalo and a large wagon from the temple playing very cool
interesting music.

The “Music truck” passed us with people celebrating on top and others
dancing so we joined in the dancing for a while before returning to Tikli.

We then had some free time (which mainly consisted of playing Flick Football on Sam’s iPod),
before dinner – Fig salad to start (the first of this years home grown figs), cottage pie followed by
mangoes.

Went to bed after filling our water bottles ready for our early start the following day (this is
something which became a daily routine).
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Wednesday 27th July

Like yesterday we got up at 05:00 this time Oli’s alarm worked!

We continued removing bricks and cement from the wall at the school and as the children began to
arrive; as per usual they took an interest in our work, in particular two girls called Rosha and Sima.
Also another girl came up to Tim and Sam and stared at us for a while. It was only when a teacher
arrived that we realised she wanted to give us some sweets because it was her birthday.

After work at 08:30 we set off back to Tikli for breakfast (the now familiar format of mango, papaya
and melon, home-made yoghurt with muesli and scrambled egg and toast).

We returned to the school to explorer and see what
the children were doing in their classes.

We then had a buffet lunch (dahl and rice, chicken
and chapatti followed by mangoes) because a photo
shoot was going on and afterwards we went in the
pool and watched a thunder storm go by.

We had some free time which was filled by writing
postcards and sleeping we then got up and busied
ourselves before tea and cake.

Chris asked Martin about his Internet link (a laptop
hooked up to a mobile phone) and then sent an e-
mail home. One of the classes

Dinner tonight was spinach soup, paneer, chicken and rice followed by treacle tart and bed.

Thursday 28th July

The Barber!

Another 05:00 start again but sadly today our walk to the school was
not accompanied by Raj or Muffin. On arrival at the school, we found
having moved the wall round the tree, we had a new job – digging up
the turf and flattening the land up to the tree.  This was much harder
but we had a break for assembly, in which the Lower and Upper
Kinder Garden pupils did a small play based on people who help us,
which was quite impressive.  Unfortunately Chris was not felling very
well so he walked back to Tikli to rest whilst we watched the
assembly.

We returned once again for breakfast, but we weren’t to rest for long
because Martin whisked us off to Badshapur where we had arrange
to meet a local Scout Troop at 10:30.

The traffic in Badshapur was snarled up even more than usual. Roadworks on the Teekli road
bring things to a standstill and the alternate back road was blocked by the local residents to stop
the highway construction lorries taking a short cut!  We decided to walk, so arranged to meet
Martin later so got out and set off to walk.  We had not gone far past the road works when Martin
pulled up along side us, so we jumped back into the car and made our way through Badshapur to
find the Government School.
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The instructions said the School was about 1km from
where Teekli Road joined the main Shona Road, so
Martin dropped us off and we asked where the
school was located.  We found we had passed it a
few hundred metres back so we walked back in the
hot sun and soon all had sweat pouring off us.  We
found the school where we got a royal welcome,
handshake, salute and garlands of flowers!

Welcome to our Troop

BARNES with the Badshapur Scout Troops

We then met all the rest of the Scout troop who were
very military in style. After we had a light snack and
spoken to the Scout leaders about the differences in
our activities and cultures which was interesting, we
were asked to plant some trees which seemed a fitting
end to our visit. Before we left we were given loads of
gifts by the Scouts.   We thanked Mithlesh for
arranging for us to visit and making us so welcome.

After our visit we had lunch (Chicken and sesame fritters, fried cheese and tomato sandwiches
served with tomato, onion and apricot chutney followed by and pears with cinnamon) at Tikli
Bottom and had a swim. Then we played chess before dinner (Cottage pie and green beans, then
banana pancakes) and a quick diary write up before bed.

Friday 29th July

Once again an early 05:15 start (our alarm went off slightly later than planned) and walked to the
school accompanied by Muffin. When we arrived, we carried on sloping the ground up to the tree
but unfortunately Oli, then Chris had to go back to Tikli because they felt unwell. Tim, Sam and
Charles kept working and our spirits were lifted by a wagon playing Indian music for celebration of
water arriving from the Ganges. Chris felt a little better and returned for school assembly and to
help tidy up.  After a tiring mornings work, we walked back with Chris and took some photos along
the way, of insects and butterflies.

Breakfast was good, but Oli went to bed still feeling ill.  After
breakfast we walked down to the school again and put our
heads in some of the classrooms and sat in on lessons until
10:30 when we walked to the temple with the children
celebration the arrival of the Ganges.

At the temple we saw food being prepared in vast quantities
and cooked in huge pans and sampled some of the extremely
spicy food that was been eaten by all the children.

We then returned home form lunch of quiche and salad.
Food at the Temple

Having rested after lunch, Tim, Sam and Charles went on a short walk round the back of the
garden and hopped in the pool for a swim where we were later joined by three year old Yogesh.
We helped Yogesh learn to swim and he seemed very keen to jump in the pool from the side. Sam
and Chris spent time playing chess before dinner of spinach soup, Fish pie and mangoes.
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Saturday 30th July

This morning we got up in time for breakfast at 08:30. Chris was feeling much better and having
eaten breakfast we got a lift down to the school with Martin ready for work. But upon arrival, we
found that Rajbir had arranged for the work we planned to be done with the tractor.

So we walked home and relaxed, Tim, Sam and Chris went in the pool but soon got out when an
infestation of waterborne bugs appeared.   We went off exploring to map the area for our Explorer-
Belt projects returning in time for lunch. (Fish cakes, Tomato, stuffed pepper, Bread, Cous Cous
followed by pineapple) with two new guests.

Yogesh at the wheel!

After lunch we had more free time, spent on Sam’s iPod or listening
to music and in the garden taking photos.

Annie offered us a lift to the school to map some more of the area.
(Little did we know the driver would be three year old Yogesh!)
Anyway, we found a few unmarked roads and walked back, having
missed our taxi. Then Sam, Oli and Tim had another dip, watching
bats scrape across the water, before dinner (Chicken, mash &
vegetables)

Sunday 31st July

We woke up at 07:30 this morning since we wouldn’t be
working and had the usual breakfast. After breakfast we went
into the villages of Pandala and Gairatpur Baas to map them
for our projects. We managed to get a little bit lost and we
found it very tiring under the hot sun. We returned home eager
to get in the pool and did so before a much needed lunch of
quiche, chicken balls and salad.

We then went back in the pool with some of the local school children where we played with them,
taught them some English and got taught some Hindi! Our skin was nice and wrinkly when we got
out for a lovely roast dinner of roasted buffalo, mash vegetable and gravy.

We then watched the Inbetweeners on Joanne and Robin’s iPad!

Monday 1st August - Yorkshire Day

It was back to a 05:00 start again this morning with Tim,
Charles, Chris and Sam going to work, not feeling great. Oli
failed to arrive at work because he ‘couldn’t find his torch’.

Work today involved moving soil from round one tree to round
another. We walked back slowly, as Sam and Tim were not very
well. Everyone was feeling a “bit under the weather” so the day
was spent, sleeping, relaxing and enjoying the Ipad again. Chris salutes the Yorkshire flag

Lunch today was roast peppers stuffed with tomatoes and served with potatoes lyonnaise followed
by stewed plums.  Dinner was Soup, then fish served with courgettes, cauliflower and mashed
potato followed by bread and butter pudding.
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Tuesday 2nd August

It was the Teej festival so a school holiday today.  Munar arrived
with “bed Tea” at 07:30 and breakfast was served at 08:00. The
Hindu women fast on the Teej day which celebrates the Goddess
Parvati.  The evening prior to Teej the ladies eat, sing and dance
in the street.  The singing and dancing continued on the morning
of Teej.

Chris, Sam and Tim were still not feeling to good so stayed in
bed where the were looked after by Munar who took them toast
and bananas in bed.

Charles and Oli went down to the school with Annie to tidy up the
bits of bricks where we had been working.  Martin and Mahinder
were joined by another of the school trustees and went to see the
Sarpanche (elected village headman).

Lunch today was roast buffalo served with peppers and potatoes
with baked pineapple for pudding. After lunch we walked into
Baas.

We had an Indian dinner of Rice, dahl and panner followed by
mango.

Collecting Water in Baas

Moving sand and cement

Wednesday 3rd August

Today we got up in time for breakfast and then went down to the
school to help with the building work.  Our job for today was to move
the bags of sand and cement upstairs above the head-teacher’s office
ready for building the new dormitory.  We then used the empty bags
from the sand to move gravel upstairs for the new concrete floor.

Tim was still not feeling well so did not join the work but read some
Roald Dahl books.  We showered and had time to relax before a later
than planned lunch (Martin got stuck in the traffic on his way back to
Tikli from Delhi). Quiche and salad followed by pancakes in orange
syrup for lunch today.

An afternoon in and around Tikli with time for swimming, reading insect photography etc. Yogesh
arrived for his swim and afternoon banana as we had tea and cake.

The dinner menu was chicken with courgettes, carrots and mashed potato, then poached pears
with cinnamon for pudding.

Thursday 4th August

We got up in time for breakfast at 08:00 and then went down to the
School with Annie.  We used the tractor and trailer to collect sand to go
round the tree.  The tractor battery failed so we had to push start it!

Tim decided he better not try digging today as he was determined to get
back to being 100% fit and well.  He was sorry he’d missed the fun of
the tractor.

We had rice and dahl followed by fruit salad for lunch.
Filling the trailer with sand

Chris spent time measuring the school grounds and we helped Yogesh learn to ride a bike.
Luffa Soup, Pasta, tomato and onion sauce, carrots, green beans then mango for dinner.
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Friday 5th August

We were all up at 05.00 for work this morning and walked to
school to find no sign of Rajbir so we waited a while and then
walked back to find the tractor outside Tikli Bottom, but with no
driver. So we waited until 06:30 and then went back for breakfast.

Rajbir arrived whilst we were eating (he had slept in) and much to
our dismay, told us Harry would be there with the tractor after
breakfast.  We went to assembly and afterwards took a photo of
all the staff and children in front of the school (See the inside cover
of this report). We have had prints of this photo made for every
member of the school.

Like yesterday, we shovelled sand into the trailer and went to the
school to spread it under the tree. We went back to Tikli for lunch
Quiche and salad and bananas (to keep Oli happy). Oli in the Barber’s Shop

Much of the afternoon was spent packing our bags in preparation for setting out on our tour.

Oli went into Badshapur with Charles, Annie and Munar and had his hair cut for just Rs60 (or about
95p).  Sam, Tim and Chris spent the time in and we went in the pool.

Our last dinner before touring was Spinach soup, cottage pie with green beans and courgettes
followed by crème caramel.

Saturday 6th August

We woke just before 07:00 and had our last Tikli breakfast before
setting off on our tour. Once our bags were on the car, Yogesh
came to see us off and settle into the car get comfy for our long
journey to Agra. Most of the time was spent listening to music, and
watching the lightening and the first of the serious monsoon
showers. We stopped off for a drink and a browse in a souvenirs
shop. The trip was fine, apart from the many speed bumps on
already bump roads and the monkeys at the toll point.

Ready to go!

We arrived at Mansingh Hotel in the rain and were pleasantly surprised. We checked-in, put our
(now damp from the monsoon rain) bags in our rooms and headed off for lunch at The Silk Route
restaurant.

At the Taj

After lunch, we went to the Taj Mahal which was spectacular.  As
we left the Taj, Chris got hassled because people thought he was
Harry Potter! We then moved on to a marble works to see how
items were made and also spent lots of money!

We then went back to the hotel for the buffet dinner where Oli
spotted a friend he made at NYJAM! After dinner we watched a
little cricket on telly and went to sleep.
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Sunday 7th August

We had a buffet breakfast this morning and chatted to a group of
Guides from York!  We then checked-out and set off for touring for
the day beginning with a with a tour of Agra Fort which was quite
impressive.

Departing from the fort we left Agra and drove to Fatepur Sikri
where we walked round the deserted palace which was interesting
but very hot.  The guide took us to a small little hut selling souvenirs
but we were not persuaded to buy anything.

Agra Fort

Fatepur Sikri

We left Fatepur and had lunch a short distance away at Ganpati
Resort Restaurant. After a good days touring some  searching
and asking we arrived at the Bagh Hotel in Bharatpur. We spent
the afternoon in the pool and the gym and exploring the place.

We eventually located the bar and had a can of pop and then
we played cards before having a very nice dinner.

Monday 8th August

We had an early start this morning because we were visiting the
Keoladeo National Park Bird Sanctuary. So we arrived there at
6:15 not having had breakfast. We got on a rickshaw and began
wildlife watching. We saw plenty of peacocks and other brightly
coloured birds as well as two owls in a tree really close to us.
We worked our way down to the reserve and stopped at a
temple where we got very close to some soft-shell turtles at
their feeding time. Apparently they can take down antelope and
even cows! We also saw some monkeys, mongoose, an
antelope and a peacock with its feathers spread out.

Touring the bird Sanctuary

We returned to The Bagh just in time for breakfast at 09.50 before packing up for our journey to
Jaipur. We arrived Jaipur and had lunch at The Royal Treat Restaurant then met Veejay our tour
guide who took us touring in the afternoon, much to our surprise as we expected to go straight to
the hotel.

At the Royal Palace

We visited the Royal Palace where we learnt of the 7ft 3” King
and his 1019cm waist! We then watched the rain lash down for
a while before going to the palace market to see one of the
King’s pointers and walking across the road to the Jantar
Mantar observatory which was very impressive and all the
constructions were accurate to within two seconds!

It took us a while to get to the Madhuban as it was the first time
the driver had been and he was not sure which side street to
turn into.  We had showers, relaxed and watched Home Alone
before dinner.
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Tuesday 9th August

We had breakfast at 08:00, our driver arrived and we
met Veejay and headed for the Amber Fort for an
elephant ride up to the fort.  We had to wait in a queue
in the heavy rain where we were hassled by hawkers
and offered shelter by some friendly folk from
Singapore. The elephant ride was fun and was meant
to make us feel like kings. After being harrassed for tips
by the elephant drivers; we went on a tour of the
impressive fort and its 32km wall and saw some very
remarkable views. We also saw the bedrooms of the
kings many wives.

Elephant Ride up to the fort

The Largest Cannon

On our departure, Oli did some expert bartering with a hawker to
get some photos of us on the elephants.
We then moved on to see the world’s largest cannon which was
only fired once but had a range of 27km! There were also plenty of
monkeys to entertain us. On our way back to Jaipur inner city, we
stopped to take photos of the Water Palace.
We went to a shop selling artefacts from royal palaces and where
we got our name written on a piece of rice. We had an excellent
buffet lunch and visited a factory where there use printing blocks to
create patterns on cloth.

Late in the afternoon we returned to the Madhuban for a shower, and walk down to the local shop
before dinner.

Wednesday 10th August

A slightly later breakfast this morning and a quick visit to the shop
before we checked out and set off to Kesroli and the Hill Fort.

We stopped for a snack lunch but wish we had just had a drink.  It
was the worst restaurant (if the only one) we could have found!
Our journey was a very bumpy ride through the tiger sanctuary but
we saw no tigers.  There was even speed bumps next to gigantic
pot-holes!

Again our driver was not sure of the way to the hotel and asked a
number of people as we made our way round the outskirts of
Alwar.  Just as we were stopping to ask again, we spotted the sign
to the Hill Fort. We checked-in, sat out having cups of tea and
watching the rain and then retired inside to watch the cricket for a
while. The rain eased and we and took in the spectacular views of
the village and scenery. Before dinner we were ‘entertained’ by a
man, his wife, daughter and his sitar! Dinner was a banquet and it
was amazing. Stuffed full of food we collapsed into bed for the
night.

Entertainment at the Hill Fort
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Loading the luggage

Thursday 11th August

We had a bit of a lie in this morning. Breakfast was another
banquet (mango halves, papaya, cake, omelettes and toast).

After breakfast we explored Kesroli village and took some
photos. It was very interesting to see way of life and people’s
daily routines. At 10:30 our car arrived and so started our
drive back to Tikli Bottom. Our journey was somewhat
uneventful but we did enjoy the odd monsoon shower (but our
bags didn’t). On arrival we dropped our bags in our room and
reorganised our belongings before Martin whipped us up a
quick snack of scrambled egg on toast and peanut butter
sandwiches. The rest of the day was spent in the pool or
playing chess.

We waited for Annie to get back from Delhi and had Goat
Stew for dinner.

Life in Kesroli Exploring - The Hill fort on the horizon

Cricket at the School

Friday 12th August

Breakfast at 08:00 and then our final day of work at the school.  To
complete the job we collected another two trailer loads of sand.  We
also watched the rehearsals for the Independence day celebrations.
Saturday is Raksha Bandhan festival, so the school was celebrating
it today.  We were each given coloured cotton bracelets by the girls.

We returned home to Tikli for a nice lunch of chicken, rice, dahl and salad.

We returned to the school at 16:00 to join in a game of cricket.

Dinner was spinach Soup, Fish pie with green beans,
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Saturday 13th August (Raksha Bandhan)

This morning we woke up with the intention of going shopping in Gurgaon but after discussing it with Martin
and Annie we decided to go shopping in Delhi.  As it was Raksha Bandhan where the “sisters” give their
“brothers” gifts, we were all given a cotton bracelet and sweets before breakfast.

At 10:00 Martin took us to Huda City Centre Metro (Gurgaon) where after
being pushed and shoved we got on our train to Delhi. It took 45 minutes
but we had to stand all the way. When we got to Delhi we wandered round
some of the shops in Connaught Place, then got an auto rickshaw to the
craft market which had the souvenirs we wanted to buy.

The return journey was quite a slog; we got the Metro train again back to
Huda City Centre, then auto-rickshaw to Badshapur where Charles decided
to do more shopping and finally we got another bumpy auto-rickshaw ride
back to Tikli Bottom arrive at 15:00. Connaught Place

We got back we went straight in the pool but got called back out for a light lunch. We then went back in the
pool and did some packing before a filling dinner of Aubergine Paté, goat stew with rice, courgettes and
carrots followed by apple crumble.

Sunday 14th August

This morning Munar brought our “bed Tea” at 07:30 and we enjoyed
breakfast at 08:15.

Mahinder organised a chess competition. First Tim played Sam - Tim
Won. Tim then played Chris and won again! So Tim played Mahinder in
the final, but lost Chess time

We then got ready for a buffet lunch of cheesy Croissants, meat loaf, pork, rice, cauliflower
cheese, fruit salad, banana pancakes and more! We were joined by 40 guests for lunch!

Martin took most of the staff to Delhi to visit Gochal (the previous cook), so we helped Annie clear
up after lunch.  We had tea and cakes at about 17:00.  Still feeling full from lunch time it was soon
time for dinner.  We tried flying a large kite but the string kept breaking and we only had a short
length that was strong enough to hold the kite. Before dinner we awarded Mahinder with a cup for
the chess victory.

Monday 15th August (Independence Day)

Our bed tea was brought to us by Munar at 07:30 and soon
afterwards we went down to the school with Annie to help set
things up for the celebrations.  The plans had to change due to
the monsoon rain that had continued all night.  The morning
started with flag break and the Indian National Anthem and then
each class performed their item.

We then returned to Tikli for brunch with the guests from the
school.

Decorations round the flag pole

Cooking Dinner

The frogs decided to join us in the pool.

We packed our bags and helped Rajit cook chicken Masala and
made chapatis for dinner.

After dinner it was time we said goodbye to Martin and Mahinder
as they were leaving very early the following morning.
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Tuesday 16th August

We had an early breakfast and as it was raining again. Chris found
his missing padlock and keys in the side pocket of his suitcase!

Annie drove us down to the school for our final assembly.  The
children gave us a “Thank You” card and we did a quick tour of each
class to say good-bye.

By the time we got back to Tikli, Moses had the bags on the car and
we set off to the Airport Terminal 3.  The monsoon made the drive
difficult be we got there safely, checked-in and made our way through
security without any hitches.

BARNES and the School Staff

We boarded the 13:45 Flight 9w122 to Heathrow on time but departed nearly an hour late.

We arrived at Heathrow, waited for our bags and boarded the underground to Kings Cross.  A
short walk down the road and we are at St Pancras Youth Hostel.  It was not long before we were
in bed.

Wednesday 17th August

We were all awake very early (still 4½ hours ahead of UK time) and
had showers before going down for breakfast.  We strolled down to
the station and boarded the 10:30 train home to Northallerton.

We arrived in Northallerton just before 13:00 to a huge crowd waiting
to welcome us home.

Watching the news
whilst eating breakfast.

Thank You to:-

• Sylvia Lincoln
 for attending our planning meetings
(as rep. of the District Executive) and for helping
with our fund-raising activities.

• Bob and Margaret Hampson
for being our emergency contacts and for for
helping with our fund-raising activities.

• Reg and Mary Mitchell
for helping with our fund-raising activities.

• Our parents for all their support.

• Sheela and all the teachers
at Gairatpur Baas Panchyat School

• Martin and Annie Howard
for putting up with us for three weeks!

Our welcome home at Northallerton Station
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Digging work at BETS

Our building work was to remove the raised area from round one of the trees and create another
raised area round a different tree.  Whilst this may seem a little bizarre, the areas under the tree
provide shaded areas for the children to sit, however the wall round the tree in the middle of the
field proved to be hazardous with children running into it whilst playing cricket.

We had to carefully dismantle the wall so that the coping stones and bricks could be re-used.  The
builders at the school then rebuilt the wall for us round the other tree nearer the building and to the
side of the field.  We used the soil from the original raised area to fill in the dip in the “driveway”
that filled with water. We fetched sandy soil to create the new raised area.

Before... ... After

Chatting with the BETS Children to help them with spoken English.

At the school time was spent talking to the children.  This was to help them hear English spoken
with a UK accent rather than the Indian accent.

Meet up with local Scouts.

On our visit to the local Scout troop, we learnt many things. For example the Scout sections are
slightly different. First are Bunny Scouts (3-6), then Cub Scouts (5-10), Scouts (10-17) and Rovers
(18-25). The uniform is also similar with shirts and neckers but flag break and flag down seemed a
lot more military compared to ours but the basis of it was similar. I also heard them chanting three
main themes of their Scouting during Flag break and Flag down; Help Service and Friendship,
which are also themes of our Scouting. This shows that Scouting runs for similar reasons as in our
country and as Baden-Powell first intended. One difference was that Scouting was run as a subject
in school and was government funded rather than an out of school activity. The sections do similar
activities to us like walking, camping sports and skills and they can all earn badges for these.

See Thursday 28th July.

How many scouts in a unit on average?

- 32 scouts make up on average one troop

Activities?

- Cycling/shooting/climbing etc. – the all take place at the activity headquarters
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Life as a child, games, toys...(Chris)

Children tend to play games with each other to pass the time between school times. Some children
tend to play with small wooden planes or other small hand made toys. school creates activities and
games for the children to play. The school teaches the children sports such as cricket, which they
all get together to play. There is also a volleyball net which can be played on. When left to their
own devices though, the children tend to play in smaller groups together on things such as the
local play area which for the area near Bass was just the school playground.

There are also Scouts groups around the local vicinity. We visited a scout group that was based in
a school in Badshapur. In these groups they did general scout like activities such as team building
games and hiking.

What are the local religion(s)  and places of worship? (Chris)

The majority of the population are Hindu with temples everywhere
including; the middle of a street, out in villages such as next to the
school at Tikli or bigger temples out in more urbanised areas. There is a
large Muslim population that is rare in rural areas but there is a Muslim
sector of Delhi such as a giant Mosque in old Delhi. There was a
smaller mosque even in Baas as it used to be a largely Muslim
populated village.

The Temple
near the School

Facilities at the school. (Chris)

The school has provided on the vicinity such things as working toilets, running water such as the
water from the sinks in the toilet. The school also has two large house-like buildings that are
situated next to the main school building. These are the teacher’s houses where there are all the
facilities needed for living.  Most teachers choose to live here so the facilities are obviously to an
acceptable standard for living long-term.

Investigate local diet  (Chris)
(i.e. what people eat).

Local diet varies through the year for local people and people living in less developed communities.
Everybody eats fried food and different fruits depending on the time of year. The price of such
foods varies around the year as to whether they are in season so this affects the local’s ability to
purchase such foods. For example rice is not bought generally in rural areas as they do not have
the money to afford the increasingly expensive, commodity of rice. Most locals will have hot curry
as a food with home made bread such as chapatis as these are relatively cheap and the curry
provides a lot of flavour for such a cheap food which is why peppers have always been regarded
as an expensive trading commodity as they provide a lot of flavour

Local Festivals and celebrations (Chris)
(i.e. what how and why are they celebrated)

Whilst staying in India there were religious celebrations such as the arrival of
drinking water from the Ganges which was a very joyful time for all involved
with people undergoing things such as fasting and dancing to very loud music
in joyful celebration. Raksha Bandhan

There was also the celebration Raksha Bandhan in which the girls would look after their brothers
for a day. The boys then are responsible for those girls for the next year.
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What “Health and Safety” precautions are in place at the school and places we visit? (Chris)

There is very little evidence of government organised health and safety efforts. The health and
safety in rural areas especially seemed mainly left down to the people in their homes and they
were having to work for themselves to keep safe. There was an abundance of guards all armed
with either lower powered shotguns for protecting shops to fully automatic weapons for protecting
government buildings and tourist locations.

Availability facilities in homes (Chris)
 (e.g. Fridge, Freezer, Washing Machines).

Few houses have access to the larger, more expensive, facilities such as fridges, freezers and
washing machines. Other methods are used as a resort. Such as washing clothes and pots etc. by
hand. Many houses use small fires outside instead of cookers due to financial problems also.

Map of Pandala (Sam)

We explored and built up a picture of the local area. My task was to map the village of Pandala. I
found that Pandala is built on the corner of the “main” road, north of Tikli Bottom. It also had a
small track that went through the centre of the village itself. For a more accurate picture see the
map of Pandala.

Local Farming and their produce. (Sam)

Produce

· Wheat – winter produce – grown around November to December

· Sorda Grass – all year produce – used to feed the animals

· Variety of Fruits – summer produce (July – August) – Used as a commercial crop and sold
for profit, also used by the producer themselves as a food source

Irrigation systems are used to supply the fields with water as this is needed for the crops to grow
well. The examples of the systems I saw were sprinklers and hoses/pipes.

Livestock

• Pigs – Meat

• Cows – Milk (never used for meat as Hindus believe that
cows are the previous reincarnation before humans

• Buffalo – Milk/Meat (the alternate source of meat to a cow)

• Chickens – eggs/meats

• Goats – Milk/meat

• Bees - Honey

Pigs on the Tikli Bottom Farm
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Village Population. (Sam)

Baas Educational Trust School village survey report (9th November 2009)

Villages

Details of survey Baas Kheda Pandala Total

Total No. of Houses/Families 151 76 48 275

Total No. of People 910 549 314 1773

Total No. of Females 486 264 164 914

Total No. of Males 424 285 150 859

Total No. of Children up to 10 y.o. 176 146 93 415

Total No. of Families earning > Rs 3000/pm 71 37 17 125

Total No. of Families earning Rs 3001 - 5000/pm 62 22 12 96

Total No. of Families earning <Rs 5001/pm 18 17 19 54

Total No. of Children up to 10 y.o.
studying in other schools:

71 6 13 90

 - Government Schools 65 2 11 78

- C.P.C Tikli 0 2 2 4

 - U.B.P.S.I Tikli 6 2 0 8

Rubbish (litter) disposal (Sam)

While I was there I saw a variety of different ways that rubbish/litter was
disposed of. At Tikli Bottom there was a bin that all the rubbish
accumulated was put in. This rubbish was later burnt. However, when we
were on tour, we saw areas of ground that were covered in litter, almost
like a mini landfill. Depending on how affluent the area is, influences the
litter in the area.

Availability of telephones and Internet services (Sam) The bin at Tikli

· Tikli Bottom – Telephone* and Internet (via a mobile phone)

· BETS – Telephone* and Internet (via a mobile phone)

· Baas – Very few Telephone and no Internet

· Pandala – Very few Telephone and no Internet

· Kheda – Very few Telephone and no Internet

*Telephone: Landline Number, Powered by Mains, Contains SIM-card
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Investigate the local wildlife. (Sam)

Whilst we were there I saw a large variety of wildlife, some were exotic (can’t be found in Britain)
and others were more recognisable.
Some examples are:

• Peacocks

• Weaver Birds

• Crickets

• Cockroaches

• Flying Ants

• Beetles

• Geckos

• Lizards

• Bats

• Frogs

• Worker Ants

• Fire Ants

• Macaw monkeys

• Soft shell turtles

• Antelope

What sort of sports and recreational activities are played in the villages? (Sam)

Looking around the villages I didn’t see many children doing activities such as sport and
recreational activities. So I can’t really specify as to what activities they do. However I can say that
while we were there we did take part in a cricket match at the school. The children all seemed fairly
enthusiastic towards sports and wanted to get involved.

What does it cost to keep BETS running? (Sam)

ANNUAL RUNNING COSTS (into from the school web site)

The head teacher, and head of Nursery are paid Rs 16,000 (about £250) per month (April 2011)

Other experienced class teachers are paid up to Rs 13,000 (£180) and there are now eleven in
total, with a total cost of Rs 1,22,000 per month (£1800)

Five support staff cost a total of Rs 23,000 per month (£330)

This gives an annual salary bill of Rs 18,60,000; )£26,700 pa)

Montessori and iDiscoveri training costs Rs 75,000 = £1100 pa

iDiscoveri student work-books cost Rs 3,60,000 pa = £5,000 pa

Daily fruit at mid-morning break - cost Rs1,20,000 = £1800 pa

Maintenance costs budget is Rs, 50,000 = £700 pa

Electricity - Rs1,40,000 = £2,000 pa

Miscellaneous costs budget is Rs 2,00,000 pa = GBP 3,000 pa
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Grey water disposal (Tim)

Disposal of grey water is a constant problem in India, in fact more of a problem than I realised until
I actually saw it firsthand. In rural and suburban areas, the disposal of grey water is awful. On a
walk through Gairatpur Baas and Pandala, I saw women emptying water used for washing and
water from latrines into open sewers which ran alongside the roads in quite busy areas. As we
followed the open sewer, I soon realised that the grey water only actually went underground when
it reached the lowest point in the land, where it is absorbed by the land, however in monsoon
season the water simply collects because the ground cannot absorb all the water. These areas
and the vermin which it attracts carry diseases such as cholera which is a huge killer. Furthermore
in the village of Kesroli, I found that they did have drains, however they were clogged up, therefore
the grey water ran into the streets. If these drains were better maintained, then disposal of grey
water wouldn’t be such a problem.

Home-life and Housing  (Tim)

Our visits to the villages of Baas, Gairatpur Baas, Pandala and also Kesroli gave us a real insight
into what the housing here is like. The houses are built very close together which means the
houses are quite small and only small alley ways could be used to get around the villages other
than the main roads passing through them. These tight alley ways mean houses can only really be
accessed on foot or by bike. Most of the houses we saw were made from fairly strong materials
like concrete or stone, however during our tour of the Golden Triangle we saw some shelter made
of much less substantial materials like branches and plastic sheets. The houses have extremely
basic facilities including a stove to cook on and some had toilets. But there was no running water in
most of the villages. In Kesroli, water had to be fetched from a communal water pump in the
village. The houses are also generally overcrowded because there isn’t enough housing to
accommodate the increasing population of villages and families. I found that life in the homes was
very different to ours. The elders of each household seemed too tied up doing things to meet the
peoples basic needs such as getting water, cooking, washing and cleaning which are all much
more time consuming jobs here. I also noticed the children helping their parents but they did spend
some time in leisure, amusing themselves in whatever way they could.

Sanitation - Toilets and waste (Tim)

Sanitation in the villages is quite poor. Very few of the houses in slum
areas of Delhi have access to a toilet. But in the rural villages, the
number is slightly higher thanks to the Total Sanitation Campaign,
which saw total sanitation in rural India recently. This means the
residents of Baas, Gairatpur Baas and Pandala have access to
communal toilet blocks. However the sanitation systems are not well
maintained and so they soon become run down and are an unpleasant
place to go for the people. They are also over used, which can also lead
to a similar outcome. Ideally a larger number of communal toilets
spread out would be better and eventually toilets within more of the
peoples’ houses to help solve the problem of poor sanitation.
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Postal Service (Tim)

(Letter delivery, postboxes, post offices)

As far as I know, the nearest Post box to the villages of Baas, Gairatpur Baas and Pandala is in
Teekli, a small township nearby.

Tourism - what is there to do?. (Tim)

People visit the Golden Triangle for many reasons. Many come simply to see the Indian culture
because it is so different to our own. Last year millions of people came to Delhi to watch the
Commonwealth Games, which gave a massive boost to the economy. People also come to help
and gave the less wealthy people through charities and improve their quality of life as we did,
however others come for business trips.

What are the benefits of BETS to the local community? (Tim)

BETS has several benefits on its local community. The school is situated among three villages;
Baas, Gairatpur Baas and Pandala and is 290 pupils strong. Of course BETS educates the
children who attend the school from the local villages. It helps them learn English and skills which
will help them in preparation for the future. If the children are well educated then they have a wider
perspective of the outside world and can bring business and success to the community in the
future. Children’s education can also rub off on their families who are maybe poorly or uneducated.
This can improve the villagers’ way of life.

What transport links are available? (Tim)
(in Delhi and in the villages)

Transport in the ‘Golden Triangle’ is quite varied between rural and urban areas. Because many
people in rural areas work on farms or with natural resources, the vehicles they use need to be
suitable for the road surfaces in rural areas, which are usually uneven and potholed, but also for
fields and other surfaces. However, people in rural areas generally can’t afford more expensive
vehicles. Many vehicles I have seen in rural areas include tractors, motorbikes, bicycles, animal-
drawn trailers, 4x4s and some auto-rickshaws. Tractors and animals are used for transporting
materials and are well suited to the road surfaces in rural areas. Meanwhile bicycles, motorbikes
and auto-rickshaws are used more for getting around faster such as going to towns for shops or
work. Bicycles, motorbikes and 4x4s are also well suited for poorly surfaced roads. On the other
hand, in urbanised areas, the transport is very different. In general the roads are in much better
condition and aren’t as bumpy, this is important because roads in urban areas are much more
frequently used. The most common vehicles I saw on the roads in urban areas included cars, used
mainly for getting around. They are owned by more wealthy people. I also saw heavy goods
vehicles on the roads, more in some places than others, which use these roads to take produce to
and from urban areas with businesses or factories which requires their supplies. Auto-rickshaws,
rickshaws and motorbikes were also frequently seen in urban areas and are mainly offered as taxi
services for people who are less wealthy and can’t afford their own vehicle. Along the roads in both
areas there were many tolls, which ask for a fee from drivers and use the money to keep the roads
in good condition. There is also a metro train service which runs in and around Delhi and was
recently refurbished for the Commonwealth games. It is quite popular and useful again for the less
wealthy. Delhi also has an airport, with flights going all over the world. This was again, refurbished
for the Commonwealth games and helps support the tourism industry.
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Nearby shops and facilities. (Oli)

The nearest shop is a small  shop in Baas village.
It sells fizzy drinks such as Pepsi and Mountain
Dew at 25 rupees per bottle (600ml). They also sell
candy sticks, corn, a noodle like substance, sweets
and they also had free plastic carrier bags, like
Tesco’s.

There were no facilities such as leisure centre’s
public toilets or parks or even car parks that I could
spot however I did spot a sports pavilion known as
Camp Tikkling

Availability of potable water (Oli)

The main sources of water are hand pumps in the streets. This water
is not filtered and thus is not suitable for people like us to drink as we
are not accustomed to the bacteria it contains.

Very few people have electrical pumps in their houses. The rest carry
water in pots on their heads for quite long distances and usually more
than once per day

Collecting water from the
hand pump

School routine  / timetable (Oli)
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Other Schools in the Area (Oli)

There is a large secondary school in Badshapur where Scouts is run. There  is also an Arts
College on the outskirts. Just down the road from BET’s School is a government school which is
far bigger than BET’s School. We see children who used to go to BET’s School walking down to
the government school in BET uniforms

Music in the local villages: (Oli)
I have noticed music is quiet upbeat and similar style to popular modern British music i.e. pop. This
music was played in festival celebrations and in cars along the streets I have even heard it in some
villages and on mobiles. There are many music shops in towns selling guitars and other popular
instruments. We also heard a women’s choir singing on their way to the temple. It was in the
traditional call and response format. Artists the children like include: Rihanna, Lady Gaga, Jesse J.

What do the children do in the spare time (i.e. hobbies etc.) (Oli)

A few of the children attend school early so they can play on the swings etc.
I also stumbled across some children building dens in the hedges on the side of the road.

Things they do: Music, Dancing, Reading, Art, Swimming, Cards, Cricket, Football, Basketball,
Badminton, Cycling, Acting, Help Parents, Cooking

Are there wildlife conservation projects in the area? (Oli)

After speaking with Martin he says there are no conservation groups as we know them as that
would draw attention to the thing being protected alerting poachers. However, he did say that there
is respect for animals especially the leopard that people do not kill or harm.
A bit away from Tikli we visited Badshapur, specifically the Bird Sanctuary there. Here there are
lots of different varieties of birds and other animals; including turtles.

10 Rural / Urban Poverty?

Delhi: Beggars on streets, sellers in roads. Beggars tapping car windows, sleeping on streets

Badshapur: People asking for money, shanty huts, Sleeping on streets

Pandala, Gairatpur Baas, Baas: The poverty is less obvious than the cities, but the survey shows
a family of 24 living on around £20 per month. The poor people migrate to the cities or work
in the fields. Nobody asked me for money; just Photos.

Teekli: Here the poverty is similar to Pandala, Baas etc. and not as obvious as cities.

Agra: The Poverty in Agra is similar to the poverty in Delhi, with more beggars on the roads and
near the tourist hotspots

Jaipur: Very little poverty here, mainly people working, selling things and few people asking for
money. Most people appeared to have jobs.

Kesroli: Much like Baas. People had jobs to do and did them.
They didn’t complain or ask for money. In fact they welcomed us with smiles.

Conclusion: Poverty is far more visible in the cities than villages. This may be because the
beggars are aware that most tourists visit the cities and are more likely to give money.
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